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The Cranberry Glades Botanical Area contains the
largest area of bogs in West Virginia. Bogs are very
wet, treeless areas that are usually found in high
mountain valleys. The ground in a bog is spongy
and consists largely of decayed plant material. Be-
cause of these unique conditions, some unusual
plants are able to grow here, including carnivorous
or insect-eating plants.

The Cranberry Glades consist of four bogs whose
plant and animal life is similar to that found in the
Canadian bogs or “muskegs” of the North. This life
spread southward when glaciers crept across the
northern part of our continent. Several species end-
ed their migration here, and as a result, the Cran-
berry Glades are now the southern most point in
North America where these life forms are found.

Use this guide to help you identify some of the
unique plants and animals found along the board-
walk, and to learn about the everyday events hap-
pening in the Cranberry Glades.

Take Your Time...
Stop to LOOK and LISTEN..
and Enjoy Your Visit!
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PLEASE...

Treat the Cranberry Glades with carel A half-mile
boardwalk has been constructed through two of
the bogs so you can enjoy the area without disturb-
ing this fragile community. Help protect these bogs
— stay on the boardwalk . . .

. and, leave the flowers for others to enjoy!
Remember that many of these unique plants are
descended from seeds that took root here 10,000
years ago. With your help, they will continue to live
here, making Cranberry Glades a special place to
visit for a long time to come.




6. On the left side of the boardwalk, you might notice
a tree that has fallen over. The shallow roots, so
necessary for survival here, do not adequately
anchor trees against strong winds. Thus, the very
adaptation which allows these trees to live here, can
also result in their death.

5. Look for skunk cabbage in the Alder Thicket. It
pushes its pointed brown and green flower up
through the snow as early as February; its large
“elephant ear” leaves appear in summer. If you
happen to notice a funny smell, you will know how
skunk cabbage got its name.

Rose Pogonia

Snake-Mouth Orchid

7. Orchids grow in Flag Glade. Both the
snake-mouth and the grass-pink
orchid can be seen here in late June
and early July.

—_—Flag Glade

8. The tiny sundew, a carnivorous plant,

can be seen on the left side of the
walk in Flag Glade. You must look
closely though, as its leaves are
smaller than a fingernail.
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Skunk Cabbage \
Grasses X -y

4. There are many kinds of
grasses and sedges around the
edges of the bogs. In late
summer, the soft tufts of cotton __
grass give a white speckled -
appearance to the area.

3. Also in Round Glade, look for the tiny vine of the
cranberry plant which grows in the sphagnum moss. . E——
The leaves are no bigger than an eighth of an inch S
and the flowers, when in bloom, require a keen eye T
and close observation to see.

9. This portion of the walk is most colorful
in middle and late summer. Watch for the
bright red of oswego tea or the yellow and
orange splashes of jewelweed.

2. In Round Glade, you can look closely at the bog
floor. Sphagnum moss covers the floor while dead
and decaying moss, called peat, extends beneath the
surface several feet. These layers of moss and peat
give the area its “sponginess.”

10. Here, on the left side of the walk,
look for some young trees all
standing in a row. Do you see what
happened? They have all sprouted
from a tree that fell over years ago.
Young trees cannot sprout in the
bogs wet ground, but these trees
found a slightly drier place to grow
on this “nurse log.”
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1. As you first walk through the bog
forest, notice the wetness of the
forest floor. Red spruce, hemlock, and
yellow birch grow here. These trees
have the shallow roots needed to
survive in this wet area.

/ Parking Area
to South Fork gate
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Granberry Glades
Boardwalk

———— Open Glades
IV Grasses
XXX Shrubs

& Bog Forest

Hwy 39/150 S
(1 mile)
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