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Anyone re-
ceiving this num-
ber of the WesT
SHORE, who is
not a regular
subscriber, will
please consider it
an invitation to
become one.

For five dol-
lars we will send
the WEsT SHORE
complete for
1879, 1880-1881.
These volumes
make a valuable
addition to a li-
‘brary.

If y—(;; want
your friends in

the East to know
“Qregon as 1t is,”
send them THE
WEesT SHoRrE for 1881.
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TO OUR READERS.

A HAPPY NEW YEAR.
To the old, long life and treasure;
To the young, all health and pleasure.
A truce to care,
To gloomy musings on the past;
New days are onvyour track;

MOUNT COFFIN, COLUMBIA RIVER.

You’re twelve months older than you
were,
Be wiser then! Time flies so fast,
’Tis useless looking back.

R

OREGON’S POPULATION AND WEALTH.

The population O_fOregon at present
is 176,804. In 1870, it was but 90,9233

in 1860, 62,465; in 1850, 13,204. The‘

total wheat crop
of 1846, includ-
ing at that time
nearly all of
Washington Ter-
ritory, was 1350,-
ooo bushels. The
wheat crop of
1880, Oregon
alone, from 444,
665 acres, was
7,896,611 bush-
els. The total
value of all pro-
ductions for the
year, exclusive of
the season’s wool
clip,about 8,000,-
000 lbs., and in-
crease in live
stock, amounted
to $12,815,076.—
There are in the
State, 14,466
farms, tilling 1,229,318 acres of land,
besides 985,283 acres in orchards and
meadows. Value of farm lands, in-

cluding buildings and fences, $53.723,-
6433 value of implements and machin-
ery, %$2,913,750; value of live stock,
$13,116,720.

Our January number will be an in-
teresting one.
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On the 7th the Oregonian was thirty | gnashing of teeth amongst the scissor
years old, a good old age for a publica- | brigade of writers, it continues on its
tion in the graveyard State for news- onward course of prosperity and use-
papers. Brains and capital have made ‘ fulness.
the Oregonian, what it is to-day, the The British Colonist, published at
leading newspaper north of Sacramento, | Victoria, has just entered its twenty-
and notwithstanding the growling and 'third year, and like its prototype, the

Oregonian, has been brought to the front
ranks of journalism, by pluck, brains
and capital. After allthe pen backed
by brains is mightier than the scissors.

ERRATA.—On page 321, last column, instead
¢ Western Washington Lands,” read “W
Oregon Lands.”

From above The Dalles,

THE CASCADES.

MONARCH OF

-The

MOUNT HOOD-
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TO OREGON.
BY MCPHERSON.

Land where the rays of the sunset
Bid adieu to a continent vast,
And the moon in the silvery circuit
Sheds the sheen of her flood light last,
Thou art dear to my heart, though I wander
Far away from thy golden shore,
And I turn with a gleam of pleasure
To glance back o’er the scenes of yore.

Land where *he forests are grander,
And tower the mountains more high ;
Where the limpid streams meander
’Neath a purer and brighter sky,
Than that where the brave old Tiber
Reflects back the star-lit dome,
Sweet land of the West I adore thee,
And dream of my dear old home.

My home, where the lake and river
Commingle their waters in one,

And the bright-hued myrtle leaves quiver
In the rays of the autumn sun.

There, the song of the spring bird is sweeter,
And the air breathes a fragrant perfume,

Richer far than the zephyrs of Ceylon,
Waft seaward from orange-grove bloom.

While Columbia sweeps on to the ocean,
And Willamette flows sparkling and bright
Through the valley ; in ardent ‘devotion
Will I treasure the glorious sight
Of meadow and brooklet and mountain ;
Of river; e’en Pacific’s blue wave
Utters music in charms without equal,
As the green shores its bright waters lave.

Dear land, though art mine ; I inherit
All the title to call thee mine own,
And to share with the friends of my childhood
Within thy wide limits a home.
And when the last mandate is given,
That bids me from labor to rest,
All T ask, save an entrance in heaven,
Is to sleep on thy broad, peaceful breast.

———

MOUNT HOOD.

BY W. B. RIGHTER.

Majestic eminence, snow mantled Hood,
That on thy pedestal of granite rock,
Through the long vanished centuries hath stood
The vain chronology of man to mock ;

Had we the vision of Ancient Seers,

To trace thy hist’ry through the mystic past,
And down the infinite of coming years,

The horoscope of prophecy to cast ;

'T would measure Time ere empires rose and fell,
Or ancient learning hastened to decay ;

Ere Earth had greenand flower-enameled dell,
Or present river took its tortuous way.

Or, scanning down unumbered cycles long,
Behold our planet tending to the sun,

And thy bright glory heralded in song
Forever ended and its memory gone.

The tourist’s pride, and gem of Oregon ;

Thy radiant form ’t is joy to look upon ;

And who hath once beheld the picture, bright,
Will e’er retain the vision with delight.

No mortal witnessed the volcanic throe
That heralded the morning of thy birth ;

’T was ere the tropic flower or artic snow
Did belt and beautify our planet Earth.

Eternal power issued the decree ;
Internal forces hastened to obey ;
‘When slowly from the restless sea,
Thy resurrected being hailed the day.

But not as snow, did white and green combine
To robe thy form in harmony divine ;

Not on thy head was set the crown of snow,
Nor emerald ’round thy feet its beauty throw ;

Not from thy breast the pure and cooling streams
That irrigate the grassy plains below;

But sterile rock, with caverns deep and seams,
Where neither tree nor plant could grow.

Though modest hights before thee lowly bend
Thankful for light and grandure thou dost lend ;
No rival monarch near thy mountain throne
Disputes a sceptre which is thine alone.

Could’st thou recite the legendsof the past
When dusky warriors round thy sylvan base
Contested claims to barbarous empire vast,
Or waged fierce war, or mingled in the chase.

Could’st thou relate their conflicts, rise and fall,
T’ were more instructive than historic page

Where maudlin orators in finished hall,

Debate the misty problems of their age.

When Sol, retiring to the distant west,

Casts his light ling’ring glances on thy breast,
The light and shade that counter drape thy cone
Reveal a changing beauty all thine own.

When.misty twilight spans the evening sky
And fleecy cloud lines near thy summit lie,
The wierd strange features that adorn thy face
Enhance the solemn grandeur of the place.

While gazing on thy skyward towering form
Part clad in sunlight, part in cloud and storm ;
The heart is stirred to purer, higher theme,
The mind diverted from each sordid scheme.

The ardent soul of Nature’s student, fraught
With new-born zeal in search of lofty thought,
Is moved with fresher courage to explore

The deeper fields of her rich hidden lore.

BY S. L. SIMPSON.

White despot of the wild Cascades !
I greet thee as the twilight shades
Haunt the disheveled, broken wall

And misty flashes of the morn

Are first upon thy shoulders born,
When all the world is dark below ;
And sunset’s last and lovely ray—
Dropped by the weary hand of Day—

Wreathes thy pale brow with ling’ring glow.

Thus Memory and Hope are wrought
Triumphant as the sculptor’s thought
When syllabeled in marble speech ;
And God-word like a prophet’s prayer
Thou scalest the heaven’s windy stair,
The quiet of the spheres to teach.

And what an empire ! rough and shorn
By all disorders ploughed and torn,
Sun-ward the mighty realms are spread;
In broidery of wood-and mead,
Willamette’s green mosaics lead

Down where the rushing breakers tread.

Lodged in thy helmet’s icy clasp
The star of canquests rests at last—
Never tolead the bold again ;

It’s rays like spears of silver laid
Across the grave, but newly made—
The Pioneer’s, in sea-side glen.

An iron arm with gleam’ng coil,
Has won a wilderness of Toil !
The traffic of the seas are wed;
The morning of a brighter age
Than ever lit historic page,

Lifts in the west its golden head !

‘With mutterings of doubt and fear,
And dark with battle lone and drear,
The Pagan spirit of the past

Stalks through the silence and the night
That deepen with the ages’ fight—
Conscious of God and Truth at last !

The Desert hungers for the Sphinx,
It’s tawny ocean swells and sinks
About her and the Pyramids ;

The Simoon’s ghostly wings of sand
WIII surely shroud them as they stand,
And seal those sad aud weary lids ;

And still a hand in crystal mail
Hete, flashing to the clouds, will hail
The tomb of Egypt’s cruel jest ;

And where the sea-tides leap and shine
Along the New World’s border line,
Proclaim the EMPIRE OF THE WEST.

Where sheaves of sun light burning yet
On frosty tower and minaret

Portray, thee, reigning over all.

And gleaming like a silver tent
Above the fir-fringed battlement,

Cold Jefferson is crowned with flame ;
Fair as a group of fallen stars,

The Sisters, linked with sunset bars,
Pledge thee as monarch yet again.

The blazing quiver of the storm
Has hung upon thy lonely form,—
Sheathing its ragged barbs of fire,

When night has crushed its tempest wings

Against thy granite anchorings ;
1 read no record of their.ire.

The centuries which o’er thee tramp,
Like spectres of their shadow camp,

Bequeath thee neither scar nor stain ;
The gliding dimples of the sea,

The stars’ sweet-eyed eternity.

Do not a lovlier youth maintain !

Tue Willamette valley is 150 miles
in length by 30 to 60 miles in width.
Contains about 5,000,000 acres suscep-
tible to cultivation. Lands here are
mostly taken up, but can be purchased
at a reasonable price from parties who
have more than they can take care of.
The Umpqua valley lies south of the
Willamette valley, and is only about
one-half its size, but is very fertile and
well watered. The wool from that
section has the best reputation of all
Oregon wools. Markets are good, at
Roseburg and Oakland, the principal
towns, are connected by railroad with
Portland, and they also have another
outlet to the ocean by the way of
Scottsburg and the Umpqua river.

Oregon polled 40,806 vetes, and
‘Washington Territory 16,030 votes at
the late election. :
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CLIMATE OF THE UPPER COLUMBIA
BASIN.

BY REV. G, H. ATKINSON.

Climate is an effect. We must judge
of it by its causes. Any basin of country
held within a series of mountain ranges
and drained by a large river like the
Columbia, into the ocean, will have a
variable temperature. Heated by the
sun, like a furnace, the cooler air from
the hills and mountains will rush down
on all sides and replace its upward cur-
rents of warm air. Cool sea winds,
Jaden with vapor, will come in swift
currents through all the mountain passes
and sweep over all the ridges to restore
the equilibrium. These counter-cur-
rents will meet, causing rains and snows
on the higher plains and mountains. In
winter, the whole interior is often colder
than the air over the sea, so that these
mountain winds not only flow into the
interior basin, but they tend down the
river and through the mountain passes
to the ocean. In later autumn, the up-
per basin often becomes very cold.
Fogs appear over the river and small
valleys, condensed from the invisible
vapors and filling large regions like a
sea, hundreds of feet deep. Above this
expanse, the farmers on the upper hills
have clear sky. These fogs prevail ten
to twenty days in November and De-
cember. As the cold increases, they
fall as frost, or a kind of fog-snow, on
hill and plain, leaving a clear sky, and
what is called a crisp, dry air. The
night becomes clear.
shine. The air is still. As the cold
becomes more intense in long nights
and shorter days,the warmer southwest
ocean winds again find their way into
this chilled interior basin. They are
hailed as the “ Chinook breezes.” They
bring vast amounts of vapor, which
strike the mountains and highlands and
become condensea into mists and clouds
and rains and snows, making all the
highest ridges white. This process re-
peats itself as the winter months pass
and the spring months come. This
cooled interior basin acts like a cold
room. It invites the warm sea winds
that drop snows on the upper crests of
the Cascades and its spurs, as the Sim-
coe range, and upon the Blue Moun-
tains, the Cour d’Alene, Bitter Root,
and Rocky mountains. It often rains
on the hills and forésts and shaded val-
leys; and finally hielts the frosts and
snows_of the [fower hillé and plaing;

Moon and stars’

causing vegetation to start early. Grass
becomes abundant, especially on the
southern slopes. TFall sown wheat-
fields checker the plains with their bril-
liant green. Flocks and herds thrive.
The lower plains and valleys become
warm in March and April. In May
the gardens are well sct with early veg-
etables, and the fruit trees—cherries,
peaches, apricots, apples and pears—are
in bud, bloom and leaf. Plows are in
motion during these months on the hill-
sides and plains.
LATER SPRING.

As the days proleng toward summer,
the heated basin still invites the contend-
ing currents from the cooler ocean and
the colder mountain ridges. The play
of these forces becomes of intense in-
terest to the observer. The sun rising
higher and higher, sends his vertical
rays into all the valleys and shady nooks,
drawing up the vapors, drying up the
swamps, pools and streams. Dust pre-
vails in the highways. Herds of cattle
and horses, in long lines, follow their
trails down the hills to their watering
places. Farmers hasten their plowing
and seeding and fencing and rod-mak-
ing. Summer has apparently come to
all this region in May, while rain and
mud delay the farmers west of the Cas-
cades and near the sea.

THE UPPER AERIAL CURRENTS.

But in the higher regions of the air
the cloud banners still spread their wings
over this interior basin; now overhang-
ing the valleys in early morning witha
dense, black covering; then rolling up
in fleecy folds a thousand feet above the
highest hills; then, towards nightfall,
stretching their dark, ominous mantle
over the whole horizon.

Another day dawns with heat, quickly
dissipating mist and cloud and revealing
a brazen sun. The steady sea breeze
comes to refresh the farmer in the field
and the traveler on the road. Suddenly

“out of a clear sky appears a little cloud,

a speck only. It is the signal of the
colder mountain wind, meeting that
from the sea. Soon the heavens are
overcast. Denser and darker clouds
approach, and lightnings flash. Cloud
banners swing before the storm in vast
circuits. Their eddying whirls sweep
grandly over the higher peaks and burst
in waterspouts, bearing down soil and
rocks and deluging the valleys. A few
hours pass. The sky is again clear.

Roads énd fields are again dry, but the

low meadows are kept wet and unfit
for the plow. The sheltered hills and
higher plains prove the safest and surest
place for the husbandman.

SUMMER.

The snows are mostly, though not
all, gone from the mountains. Even
these higher regions share a part of the
heat of the valleys, and flocks and herds
seek their upland pastures. Sea breezes
prevail, bringing comfort to laborers
and travelers and to the homes of tue
people. The invisible vapors pour in
from the sea, ascend in the heated air
currents, showing hardly more than
light, fog-clouds on the hill-sides at
dawn, or afleecy covering on the snow-
peaks, with merely a few white wisps
in the sky overhead at noon. Men and
animals seek the shade. The soil be-
comes dust in the trails and highways.

WHEAT GROWTH.

Yet the wheat-fields are green. The
air, partly saturated with invisible va-
por, has entered the pulverized earth,
and, on cooling at night, has deposited
a portion of its moisture, nourishing the
thirsty plants and insuring the harvests.
There are no raiuns in summer except
on the hlils and wooded valleys, but
this supply of invisible vapor to the
plowed, spongy soil, does the service of
mists, fogs, dews and rain. With the
increase of wheat culture and timber
culture, mists and showers will doubt-
less be condensed from this vast aerial
sea of invisible vapor.

CHANGES.

The climate will change from the
same causes. Every leaf and stock and
branch and blade of grain, vegetable
and tree, becomes a cooler and conden-
ger of moisture; but none so much as
the plowed and finely puiverized tilth
of the fields and gardens. An excess
of this moisture will escape the root-
lets of plants, and find the impervious
strata below, and finally trickle out in
new or larger springs on the billsides.
Surely enough comes in from the sea,
over the mountains, to supply all the
wants of vegetable and animal life.

MOIST AIR OF SUMMER.

Although the air seems dry, its
power to absorb invisible vapor has in-
creased from 2.13 grains per cubic foot,
at 320 Fahrenheit, to 4.39 grains per
cubic foot at 5zo; and to 8.01 grains
per cubic foot at 700 to 19.84 grains at
100 Fahrenheit.

Most of thie supply of vapor is from
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the ocean winds, that constantly blow
inland during June, July, August and
September. Itis hence a plain infer-
ence that this heated atmosphere is
highly charged with invisible vapor.
In proof of, it is the fact that the dusty
and sandy stage and farm roads are
moist under the wagon-tires and feet of

the team in the summer mornings.
The dust and sand have, like a porus
sponge, absorbed the air at night,
cooled 1t below its point of saturation,
and condensed its vapors in the loose
soil. The heaps of earth dug out by
the badgers on hill-sides and hill-tops
are moist in the summer mornings by
the same mode of condensation.

The well pulverized fields and gar-
dens on the high plains and hills and in
the valleys, are also moist in the early
mornings of summer from the same
condensation.

YET THE HARD, UNBROKEN GROUND
OUTSIDE IS DRY.

The blankets of the campers are
often wet after a night under the open
sky, from condensed vapors within
their porous fibers. Night watchmen
and sentinels and scouts, in their flan-
nel shirts and blouses, often feel these
becoming damp in the still, cool eve-
nings, and especially before daybreak,
from the same cause. These facts have
been stated in other articles, but they
need to be repeated until all persons,
especially farmers, gardners, orchard-
1sts, timber-culturists and health-seekers
see and know and profit by them.

A further proof is the fact that water-
spouts have their origin in the heated
air of these interior plains, and similar
ones occur in Southern California and
Arizona, far away from the forest-
covered mountains which act as slow
condensers on the western slopes of the
Cascade and upper Nevadas. The cool
wind from the loftier mountain peaks
meet the vapor-laden ocean winds high
over the heated plains, forming circles,
or cyclones, which cool the air and
condense its invisible vapors into storm-
clouds out of a clear sky, and suddenl
hurl its hail-stones upon the startled
traveler or herdsmen below, and fol-
low it with sheets of rain that deluge
the land, and rush in torrents down the
ravines. Whence all this flood of
waters in a dry, hot day, under a burn-
ing sun? The only solution of the
problem is, that the heated air has been
the store house of the invisible vapor.
The heated atmosphere, the world over,
is the storehouse of invisible waters.
They flow over all regions. They
constitute an aerial ocean, to be con-
densed by mountains, forests and winds.
They give life and health to the veg-
etable and animal creation.

HEALTH OF THE UPPER COLUMBIA
. BASIN.
}’i‘hé' Indians of this upper country
dte ndtéd for their vigorous health;

The hunters and trappers of the Amer-
ican Fur Companies, sixty years ago,
and of the Northwest and Hudson’s
Bay Companies, fifty years ago, tested
and found the whole region healthy
for them. The missionaries for forty
years have tested and proved its health-
fulness. The army at these interior
posts have enjoyed the salubrity of the
climate during twenty-five years past.
Farmers and business men and their
families, have during the last twenty
years, learned by experience that every
portion of this vast area of 160,000
square miles, where settlements have
been planted, has proved to restore and
invigorate health. Animal life gener-
ally evinces the same fact.

EFFECT UPON CONSUMPTIVES.

Dr. Forbes Barclay, a thorough phy-
sician, from Edinburg, Scotland, and
employed many years by the Hudson’s
Bay Company, informed the writer
nearly thirty years ago, that it had be-
come his rule to send consumptive pa-
tients to the Upper Columbia; usually
to old Fort Boise ; and that they very
often recovered, and came back strong
men. He had previously sent con-
sumptives to the Sandwich Islands, but
almost invariably with fatal results.
While the air of the tropics tended to
lassitude and debility, the cool and pure
mountain and sea breezes renewed the
vitality and vigor of this class of pa-
tients,

It is often found now, that persons
just beginning to be affected with a
hacking cough and a hectic flush—
signs of thedisease—getrelief by chang-
ing to the Upper Columbia. Some
defer it or try the warmer regions of
California or the tropics, only to learn
too late of their error.

If the valleys seem too hot or too
chilly, resort con be made to the hills.
Some go too late and fail of cure.
Others win relief by a prompt change
to that region,

ASTMAH.

This disease yields almost the in-
stant the patient whether old or young,
breathes the air of those hsgher plains
and mountains. Many who cannot
live west of the Cascades, become free
from this difficulty and gain strength
quickly, for work or business there.
EFFECT OF THE CHANGE OF CLIMATE.

No doubt many find benefit from a
mere change of abode. Weary and
worn out persons recover strength on
journeys, especially from the good ef-
fect of sun and air. The trip from the
sea shoce or western valleys to the
eastern, usually proves a means of
health. Doubtless the lives of many
overtasked and closely-housed women
would be saved from sickness and death
by this change. Very probably a
change from the interior to the seaside
might have a like restorative effect.
When railroads are completed so that
the exchinge may b# made in » few

hours either way, it will become no
doubt a habit to make more such health
trips and with success. The diseases
that occur then, like typhoid, moun-
tain fever or diphtheria, are no doubt
due to local causes as in other regions.

The usual mildness aud purity of air
and water and sunlight, with food in
abundance, surely invite and confer
health.

“Meteorological observations at Lap-
wai or Kooskookie, Nez Perces Mis-
sion, Oregon Territory,—now within
the limits of Idaho Territory, Lat. 460
30’ N, Lon. 1180 30° W., 468 miles
(in a direct line) from the mouth of the
Columbia river, kept by Rev. H. H.
Spalding and furnished Lieut. R. E.
Johnson, of the Wilkes exploring ex-
pedition, in June 1841. The tables
were kept in full and the following re-
sults found:

“1837. Mean temperature, 560 2’;
fair days, 159; cloudy days, 77; rainy
days, 85; snowy days, 14.

“1840, Mean temperature, 53¢ 6;
fair days, 14723 cloudy days, 93 rainy
days, 88; snowy days, 12.

“1841. Six months. Average mean
temperature, 6oc 30" ; fair days, %o}
cloudy days, 45; rainy days, 48; snowy
days, 14.”

These averages still hold true over
the eastern portion of the Upper Co-
lumbia basin, so far as we are able to
collate the testimony. They prove by
so many rainy and snowy days the
large degree of saturation of the air of
the interior.

Commander Wilks, U. S. N., relates
“that Mr. Spalding, during his residence
of five years, kept a register of the
weather, and that he regarded the cli-
mate as a rainy one, notwithstanding
the appearance of aridity on the vege-
tation. There is on doubt of its being
so in winter, and even during summer
there is muchwet. A good deal of rain
had fallen the month before our visit.
The nights were always cool. The
temperature falls at times to a low
point. On the 10th of December, 1836,
it fell to 100, and subsequently was not
so low till the 16th of January, 1841,
then it fell to 260, and on the 10th of
February it was as low as 140.

The greatest heat experienced dur-
ing his residence was in 1837. On the
23d of July of that year, the thermom-
eter was 1080 in the shade. In 1840
it was 107¢ and in the sun it reached
144°. The extreme variations of th
thermometer are more remarkable, the
greatest monthly change being 720 ;
while the greatest daily range was 580.
Mr. Spalding remarked that since his
residence no two years have been alike.
The grass remains green all the year
|round. Mr. Spalding’s station at Lap-
wai, on the river between very high
bluffs accounts for these very extreme
tanges of the thermomietér; which
i would not bethe average for the higher
| plains a few miles distant:
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FACTS CONCERNING OREGON.

HEALTHFULNESS OF THE CLIMATE.

The experience of the early mission-
aries, the employes of the Hudson’s
Bay Company, and the American set-
tlers that followed them, during the
course of a period of thirty years, is
that the climate of Oregon is a healthy
one. In comparing the rates of mor-
tality in the Pacific States with that of
some of the States east of the Rocky
Mountains, the following facts are ob-
tained; the deaths in Arkansas are at
the rate of one person out of every 48;
Massachusetts and Louisiana loses one
in 57; Illinois and Indiana, one in 8y;
Kansas, one in 68; Vermont, the
healthiest State on the Atlantic slope,
loses one in g2; California, loses one in
101; Oregon, one in 142 and Wash-
ington Territory, one in 228. “The
equable temperature, summer and win-
ter, the absence of high cold winds and
sudden atmospheric changes, render
people less subject to bronchial, rheu-
matic and inflammatory complaints than
they are in countries where the ther-
mometer swings entirely around the
circle. In July and August, as at the
East, children are troubled with sum-
mer complaint, but the disease is ordi-
narily quite amenable to treatment, and
seldom runs into dysentery.

POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS.

Oregon is divided into twenty-three
counties, viz.: Baker, Benton, Clacka-
mas, Clatsop, Columbia, Coos, Curry,
Douglas, Grant, Jackson, Josephine,
Lake, Linn, Lane, Marion, Multnomah,
Polk, Tillamook, Union, Umatilla,
Wasco, Washington and Yamhill.

Eastern Oregon comprises the coun-
ties of Baker, Grant, Lake, Union
Umatilla and Wasco.

MARKET FACILITIES AND COST OF TRANSPORT-
ATION.,

The Columbia river forms ‘the
northern boundary of Oregon, and is
navigable to the Willamette, one hun-
dred miles from the sea, at all seasons
of the year for sea-going steamers; and
for steamboats to Wallula, a distance of
two hundred and forty miles, with two
interruptions, one of six miles at the
Cascades, and one of fourteen miles at
The Dalles, where portages are made
by means of railroads forming connec-
tions with the boats. Above Wallula
the Columbia and one of its tributaries,
the Snake River, is navigated to Lew-
iston, during periods of high water, a

point in Idaho Territory at the base of
the Bitter Root Mountains, and over
four hundred miles from the ocean.

The Willamette river is navigable
to Portland, twelve miles from its
mouth, for ocean steamers and sea-go-
ing vessels; and above Portland for
river steamers as high as Harrisburg at
all seasons, and during high water as
high as Eugene City, a distance of two
hundred miles from Portland, by the
course of the river. The Yamhill and
Tualatin rivers, tributaries to the Wil-
lamete, flowing from the west, are
navigable during periods of high water
to the interior of large agricultural dis-
tricts situated in Yamhill and Wash-
ington counties.

The business of that part of Oregon
drained by these waters employs about
thirty river steamboats. All points of
the Columbia from The Dalles down,
and on the Willamette from Salem
down, are in daily communication with
Portland. San Francisco is the princi-
pal market for the products of the Wil-
lamette Valley, although a large trade
exists with British Columbia and the
lumbering districts of Puget Sound,
large cargoes of wheat, flour and other
Oregon -products are also shipped to
the Sandwich Islands, China, Australia,
South America, New York and Liver-
pool, direct from Portland and Astoria.
Farmers, as a rule, dispose of their
crops to the mills located in their own
neighborhoods, or to dealersin Portland
who ship to foreign markets on their
own account.

The price of most farm products in

the Willamette Valley is regulated by |

the condition of the foreign markets.
Those markets, however,are numerous,
embracing all the seaport towns in all
the countries bordering on the Pacific
Ocean, so that notwithstanding wheat
may be low in Liverpool, it might be
high in Chinaj or, if low in both these,
it still may be high in South America.

The outlet of the sea enjoyed by the
region of country drained by the Co-
lumbia and its tributaries, gives it an
advantage in this respect over the sec-
tions in the interior of a continent.

PRICE OF FARMING LANDS.

In Western Oregon, lands sell ac-
cording to its location, and surrounding
circumstances. Land well drained, ly-
ing contiguous to a city or village, is
always in demand, and bears all the
way from 3o to 5o dollars per acre,

There .is plenty of land that can be
bought far below these figures, its value
(as before stated) depending upon its
location. Much of the hill land can be
bought for a light figure above its price

of entry. -
GOVERNMENT LANDS.

In Eastern Oregon the amount of
government land still vacant is very
large. The section of country known
as the Klamath Lake region, in the
southwestern corner of Eastern Oregon,
is as large as the state of Rhode Island.
About half of itis the finest kind of
arable prairie land, the remainder good
grazing and timber lands, all well wa-
tered. This entire section of country
contains but few inhabitants. In the
northern part of Eastern Oregon, is a
strip of high, rolling prairie land, ten or
fifteen miles wide, skirting the northern
base of the Blue Mountains, and ex-
tending from the Cascade mountains to
the eastern line of the State, a distance
of one hundred and fifty miles. Itis
reasonably well watered; timber con-
venient on the adjacent mountains, and
well adapted to grain growing, grazing
and dairying purposes. Its present
number of settlers is very small. Va-
cant lands are still to be obtained in
Grande Ronde, John Day’s, Harney
Lake and Des Schutes Valleys, in ad-
dition to which there are hundreds of
small valleys distributed throughout the
vast territory known as Eastern Ore-
gon, containing bottom land of the
finest quality for farming, and hill and
table land unsurpassed for stock-raisi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>