
 
SMALL AGENCY CABINET BRIEFING DOCUMENT 
 
Agency Name—Board of Industrial Insurance Appeals 
   2430 Chandler Court SW 
   Olympia, WA  98504-2401 
   http://www.biia.wa.gov/  
  
   Tom Egan, Chairperson 
   Egan@biia.wa.gov
   360 753-6823 
 
Agency Responsibilities  

• To hear and decide appeals from decisions made by the Department of Labor and 
Industries  

• Jurisdiction involves several specialized areas of law: (1) industrial insurance cases 
(workers' compensation), RCW Title 51, which includes assessment of industrial insurance 
premiums for State Fund employers and service provider appeals; (2) citations issued under 
RCW 49.17, the Washington Industrial Safety and Health Act (WISHA); (3) assessments 
and penalties issued under RCW 49.70, the Worker and Community Right To Know Act; 
(4) decisions affecting compensation of innocent victims of crime, RCW 7.68; (5) safety 
appeals for late night retail establishments, RCW 49.22; (6) Charter Boat Safety Act, RCW 
88.04; (7) Washington State Explosives Act, RCW 70.74; (8) asbestos health and safety, 
RCW 49.26; (9) limited appeals under LEOFF, RCW 41.26, and (10)  death benefits for 
certain public employees, RCW 41.40, RCW 41.32, RCW, 41.35 and RCW 41.04. 

 
Organization Chart and Budget   

 Agency size: 159.1 FTEs, 10 locations statewide 
 Budget:  The agency is a one program agency.  Our operations are funded 50% 

from Fund 608-the Accident Fund and 50% from 609- the Medical Aid Fund.  
Approximate Biennial Budget $31 Million 

   
 Agency Management: 

  Chairperson:    Thomas E. Egan 
   Labor member:  Frank Fennerty 
   Employer representative: Calhoun Dickinson 

 
The agency is administered by a full time, three-member Board. Each member is appointed by 
the Governor for six-year alternating terms. The chairperson is the public member of the Board 
and must also be a member of the Washington State Bar Association. Another member of the 
Board is appointed to represent the interests of workers in the state. The final member of the 
Board represents the interests of employers in the state.  

 
  The Chief Judge is Janet Whitney.  Responsibilities include: 

o Managing the Dispute Resolution Division including review, mediation, new 
appeals and hearing sections. 

o Participating in overall day-to-day management and operation of agency, 
involved in strategic planning, development of performance measures and 
targets, policy development and budget preparation. 
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The Chief, Administrative Services is Bob Liston.  Responsibilities include: 
• Managing the Administrative Services Division which consists of:  budget and 

fiscal services; information services; facilities management, 
telecommunications, public information resources and human resources. 

• Participating in overall day-to-day management and operation of agency, 
involved in strategic planning, development of performance measures and 
targets, policy development and budget preparation. 

 
The Executive Secretary is David Threedy.  The Executive Secretary  

• Is the legal advisor for the agency and participates in management of the 
agency. 

• Responds to inquiries regarding the appeal process on behalf of Board 
members, and directs public disclosure and certification of appeal record. 

 
Most Pressing Issues or Challenges Your Agency is Facing   
The Board of Industrial Insurance Appeals has a capable, experienced management team that 
communicates very effectively.  We also have a highly professional, well-educated and 
committed workforce.  This enables us to take a reasoned, inclusive and analytical approach in 
developing strategies that address critical issues and risks, and to identify opportunities for 
improvement.   

 
Challenges of concern include the diminishing funding source for Crime Victims 
Compensation cases and an uncertain funding source for cases involving death benefits for 
certain public employees.  The BIIA is reimbursed through the Department of Labor and 
Industries for Crime Victim cases.  Funding for Crime Victims cases may not be available as 
early as April 2005.   
 
The BIIA anticipates being reimbursed from the Department of Retirement Systems (DRS) for 
Death Benefit cases.  We have not received any Death Benefit cases, but DRS has indicated 
they didn't receive any funding to reimburse the BIIA for the cost of adjudication.  
 
These items are an issue because if the funding sources are not available, the BIIA cannot 
adjudicate these particular appeals out of our two operating funds (608-Accident Account; 609-
Medical Aid Account).  We are seeking a legal opinion from the Attorney General regarding 
the Death Benefit cases.   
Contact:  Bob Liston; Liston@BIIA.WA.GOV; 360-753-6823 ext 177. 
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Board Member Listing by Board Position

INDUSTRIAL INSURANCE APPEALS, BOARD OF   (HS155)

Agency 190 - Board of Indust Insurance Appeals Senate Conf.   Y Positions:  Maximum  003
Authority Governor (Appoints nominees.See Qual.Descr.below.) Public Disc.   Y Minimum  000
Authoriztn. RCW 51.52.010 Term Length   072 Actual  003
Rem. Auth. SC Meetings/Yr.   52

Pos. # Name and Address Status Race  Appointed   Expires___________________________________________________________________________________________________
001 Egan, Thomas E. A C 07/01/2003 06/17/2009

P.O. Box 42401
Olympia, WA  98504-2401 Terms Served   01

Position   Chair
Comments   Attorney

Pos. # Name and Address Status Race  Appointed   Expires___________________________________________________________________________________________________
002 Dickinson, Calhoun A C 08/26/2003 06/17/2005

839 34th East
Seattle, WA  98112 Terms Served   01

Position   a member
Comments   Business Nominee

Pos. # Name and Address Status Race  Appointed   Expires___________________________________________________________________________________________________
003 Fennerty, Jr., Frank E. (Mr.) A C 02/08/2002 06/17/2007

4722 Edgeworth Drive S.E.
Olympia, WA  98501 Terms Served   03

Position   a member
Comments   Labor Nominee
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