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Agency Responsibilities: 
 

• The authority, purpose and responsibilities of the WTSC are outlined in RCW 
43.59. 

• In simple terms, the WTSC is primarily responsible for improving traffic safety 
by managing and/or funding (through grants to state agencies, local political 
subdivisions and non profit organizations) programs that will reduce traffic 
crash related deaths and injuries.  More than 60% of grants provided by 
WTSC support local traffic safety efforts. The WTSC tends to emphasize 
programs that will change behavior, as opposed to programs that make 
physical changes to the roadway environment.  Non-behavioral programs 
tend to be the focus of WSDOT, not WTSC. 

• The ten Commissioners directed in RCW 43.59.030 represent agency heads 
and organizations that have a role or direct interest in traffic safety.  These 
Commissioners provide policy guidance and use the Commission structure to 
coordinate traffic safety efforts across the state.  

 
 
Organization Chart & Budget: 
 
 
 

Executive Assistant 
Michelle Nicholls 

Plus 2 staff 

PIO Manager 
Jonna VanDyk 

Plus 1 staff 

Program Director 
Vacant 

Plus 7 staff 

Research Manager 
Phil Salzberg 
Plus 5 staff 

Acting Director 
Steve Lind  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Budget 
 
2003-05 Budget Request $20,933,000 
 

Source: 
 Fund 106 State:  $  2,019,000 
   Federal: $15,755,000 
 Fund 282   $     100,000 
 Fund 780   $  3,059,000 
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Most Pressing Issues/Challenges: 
 

• The number one challenge faced by the WTSC is the possibility that the 
Washington State Supreme Court may declare our safety belt law 
unconstitutional.  If this were to occur, Washington would not only lose our 
current primary enforcement law, it would lose the entire safety belt law.  
Washington would have the distinction of being the state with the highest safety 
belt use in the nation at 95%, joining New Hampshire as the only two states in 
the U.S. with no safety belt law at all.  This would be a major disaster.  The 
current primary enforcement law has resulted in 72 fewer vehicle occupant 
deaths per year since Washington went from a secondary enforcement law to a 
primary law in 2002.  The WTSC will submit agency request legislation to the 
Governor for consideration in the 2005 state legislative session. 

• Another challenge the WTSC continues to face is the high number of impaired 
driving crashes on our roadways.  We are making progress, but four out of every 
ten traffic crash deaths are alcohol or drug related. 

• WTSC’s ability to be proactive and invest the taxpayer dollars wisely has been 
severely hampered by the inability of Congress and the President to enact a new 
federal transportation authorization.  TEA 21, which expired a year ago, has been 
extended numerous times this year.  Since we don’t know if we will have a 
completely new reauthorization or the current one will continue to be extended, 
our budget (which is about 75% federal) and our programs to improve traffic 
safety are unstable and unpredictable.   

 
 



Board Member Listing by Board Position

TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION   (TS175)

Agency 228 - Wash Traffic Safety Commission Senate Conf.   N Positions:  Maximum  009
Authority Governor, statute Public Disc.   N Minimum  000
Authoriztn. RCW 43.59.030 Term Length   000 Actual  009
Rem. Auth. GP Meetings/Yr.   04

Pos. # Name and Address Status Race  Appointed   Expires___________________________________________________________________________________________________
001 Sievers, Kirke P. (The Honorable) A C 01/16/2001

3000 Rockerfeller Avenue
Everett, WA  98201 Terms Served   01

Position   a member
Comments   Association of Counties

Pos. # Name and Address Status Race  Appointed   Expires___________________________________________________________________________________________________
002 Eiler, Judith R. (The Honorable) A C 08/13/1999

33506-10th Place South
Federal Way, WA  98003 Terms Served   01

Position   a member
Comments   Judiciary

Pos. # Name and Address Status Race  Appointed   Expires___________________________________________________________________________________________________
003 White, Jim (The Honorable) A C 05/04/2004

220 - 4th Avenue South
Kent, WA  98032 Terms Served   01

Position   a member
Comments   Association of Cities


	Budget

