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WSDA Mission  
 

The Washington State Department of Agriculture serves the people of Washington  
by supporting the agricultural community and promoting consumer  

and environmental protection. 
 

 
 

Agency Responsibilities 
 
WSDA carries out a broad spectrum of activities that benefit the producers, distributors, and 
consumers of food and agricultural products.   These activities are focused on achieving four 
major goals. 
 
Goal 1: Protect and reduce the risk to public health by assuring the safety of the state’s 

food supply. 
 
Major Activities: 
Food Safety – Regulates, licenses and inspects the dairy industry, the egg industry, and the food 

processing and storage industry.  Examines facilities for product adulteration, cleanliness, 
evidence of rodent infestation, potential for cross contamination with chemicals and toxic 
materials, appropriate holding temperatures, and sanitary preparation techniques. 

Microbiology Laboratory – Supports the Food Safety program by testing food and dairy 
products; participates in a federal program to monitor for pathogenic organisms in the 
nation's food supply. 

 
 
Goal 2: Ensure the safe and legal distribution, use, and disposal of pesticides and 

fertilizers in Washington. 
 
Major Activities: 
Pesticide Regulation - Regulates the sale and use of all pesticides in Washington.  Investigates 

complaints of misuse; conducts field inspections of manufacturers and applicators; 
registers pesticides for use in the state; provides data to federal agencies evaluating 
impacts of pesticide exposure on endangered species.  Licenses and administers a 
continuing education program for more than 25,000 pesticide applicators, dealers and 
consultants.  Trains Spanish-speaking farm workers in pesticide use.  Disposes of 
canceled, suspended or unusable pesticides.   

Fertilizer Regulation - Registers fertilizers for distribution in the state; tests for plant nutrient 
guarantees and state heavy metals standards. Regulates application through irrigation 
systems to prevent ground water and surface water contamination. 

Livestock Nutrient Management –Inspects the state’s 600 dairy farms and takes action to 
ensure animal feeding operations comply with state and federal water quality laws.  
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Chemistry Laboratory - Supports several agency programs by analyzing samples taken in 
investigations of alleged pesticide misuse, monitoring for pesticide residues in foods, and 
analyzing feed and fertilizer samples; Participates in federal program monitoring 
pesticide residue levels in the American diet. 

 
 
Goal 3:  Protect Washington’s natural resources, agriculture industry, and the public 

from selected plant and animal pests and diseases. 
 
Major Activities: 
Plant Protection - Prevents the establishment of high-risk insects, plant diseases and weeds 

through surveys, inspections, and agricultural quarantines.  Detects, delimits and 
eradicates introductions of invasive species that present a significant threat to the 
economy and environment with current efforts focused on keeping Washington free of 
gypsy moth, Japanese beetle, longhorned beetles and sudden oak death; controlling apple 
maggot; and controlling noxious weeds, including major eradication efforts against 
spartina and Japanese knotweed. 

Animal Health - Protects animals and the public from communicable animal diseases. Regulates 
and monitors the movement of animals across state lines.  Responds to animal disease 
outbreaks and emergencies.   

Microbiology Laboratory - Supports the Animal Health program by testing animal blood and 
tissue for disease; performs diagnostic and export testing for private veterinarians.  

 
 
Goal 4:  Facilitate the movement of Washington agricultural products in domestic and 

international markets. 
 
Major Activities: 
Fruit and Vegetable Inspection - Provides inspection services to the fresh produce and 

processing industry to ensure orderly marketing of fruits and vegetables in domestic and 
international markets. 

Grain Inspection - Provides inspection, analytical and weighing services to ensure orderly 
commerce for grain, dry peas, dry beans, lentils, rapeseed, and similar commodities sold 
in or from Washington.  

Seed Inspection/Certification - Conducts pre-harvest field inspections and laboratory testing of 
agricultural, vegetable and flower seeds grown under the seed certification program.  
Tests submitted seed samples for compliance with standards and certification for 
domestic and international marketing. 

Hop Inspection - Performs physical grading and chemical analysis of the Washington hop crop 
and a significant portion of the Oregon and Canadian crops to ensure orderly 
international and domestic marketing.  

Nursery Inspection - Inspects nurseries to ensure consumers and the nursery industry are 
provided healthy, pest-free and disease-free plant materials; enforces agricultural 
quarantines to prevent pest introduction; provides inspection services to certify plant 
materials are free from disease and insects as required by domestic and international 
markets. 
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Planting Stock Certification - Provides testing and inspection services to assure disease-free 
planting stock for the tree fruit, potato, hop, grape, mint, garlic, caneberry, and strawberry 
industries. 

Organic Food Certification - Ensures that all food products making organic claims meet 
organic standards by inspecting, certifying and assisting more than 850 organic 
producers, processors, and handlers.  

Feed Regulation - Regulates the distribution of animal feeds to assure product identity and 
quality and proper labeling; inspects feed mills for compliance with current good 
manufacturing practices. 

Livestock Identification - Maintains the official recordings of approximately 6,000 livestock 
brands and inspects cattle and horses for brands or other proof of ownership at public 
livestock markets, certified feed lots, and slaughter plants; prior to moving out of state; 
and at any change of cattle ownership.  Licenses and bonds public livestock markets; 
licenses and audits certified feed lots. 

Commission Merchants - Licenses and regulates persons involved in buying and selling 
agricultural products; investigates producer complaints against commission merchants. 

Grain Warehouse Audit - Protects grain producers from undue losses by licensing and auditing 
warehouses and dealers.  

Weights and Measures Inspection - Regulates the use and accuracy of all commercial 
weighing, measuring and counting devices in the state.  Provides calibration services to 
businesses, laboratories, and government entities; licenses weighmasters; tests motor fuel 
quality; investigates consumer complaints in commercial transactions. 

International Marketing - Assists food and agriculture companies to sell their products 
internationally; works to fight trade barriers that prevent or limit overseas market access 
for Washington’s products. 

Small Farm and Direct Marketing - Works to improve the viability of the state's small farms 
by reducing market barriers and developing or enhancing direct marketing opportunities 
for farmers.  

Agricultural Promotion and Protection - Provides funding for the "From the Heart of 
Washington" program and other activities that promote the sale of the state’s food and 
agricultural products. 

Agricultural Fairs - Provides approximately $2 million in financial assistance to agricultural 
fairs and youth shows annually. 

Commodity Commissions - Administers agency responsibilities related to the state's 24 
agricultural commodity commissions. 
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Washington State Department of Agriculture  

Agency Budget by Fund Source 
2003-05 Biennium 

  

Local Funds
59%

General Fund-
Federal

10%

General Fund-
State
19%

Other Funds
12%

 
 
Fund Source  Biennial Budget %
General Fund-State   $    18,700,000  19%
General Fund-Federal         10,104,000  10%
Local Funds         56,111,000  58%
 Fruit & Vegetable Inspection Fund   21,390,000   22% 
 Grain Inspection Fund     9,601,000   10% 
 Agricultural Local Fund   25,030,000   26% 
 Dairy Waste Management Fund          90,000    0% 
Other Funds         11,535,000  12%
 Fair Fund/Capital Improvement Grants     4,427,000    5% 
 Toxics Control Account     2,794,000    3% 
 Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account     2,032,000    2% 
 Water Quality/Water Quality Permit accounts        857,000    1% 
 Other Funds     1,425,000    1% 
Total   $    96,450,000  100%
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Washington State Department of Agriculture 

Program Budget by Fund Source 
2003-05 Biennium 

  
 

 Activity  GF- State GF- Federal Local 
Funds 

Other 
Funds ** Total Annual

FTEs 
Agency Mgmt/Admin. Support  2,423,500 372,000 4,262,000 348,000 abdij 7,405,500 45.5 
Agricultural Fairs  - - - 4,427,000 cf 4,427,000 2.0 
Agricultural 

   Promotion/Protection 
 2,423,000 1,799,000 - - 

 4,222,000     0.0 

Animal Health  1,672,000 305,000 - -  1,977,000 10.2 
Chemistry Laboratory  919,000 1,880,000 378,000 -  3,177,000 12.0 
Commission Merchants  - - 486,000 -  486,000 4.1 
Commodity Commissions  10,000 - - -  10,000   0.0  
Feed Regulation  75,000 - 667,000 -  742,000 7.3 
Fertilizer Regulation  - - 725,000 -  725,000 5.4 
Food Safety   3,751,000 450,000 1,677,000 -  5,878,000  43.1  
Fruit & Vegetable Inspection  - - 21,390,000 -  21,390,000 206.7 
Grain Inspection  - - 9,601,000 -  9,601,000 86.0 
Grain Warehouse Audit  - - 486,000 -  486,000 4.0 
Hop Inspection  - - 733,000 -  733,000 8.1 
International Marketing  1,873,000 60,000 - 1,110,000 g 3,043,000 6.7 
Livestock Identification  - - 1,560,000 -  1,560,000 19.6 
Livestock Nutrient Management  - - 90,000 783,000 ij 873,000 6.2 
Microbiology Laboratory  1,331,000 750,000 60,000 -  2,141,000 12.8 
Nursery Inspection  - - 1,895,000 -  1,895,000 13.3 
Organic Food Certification  - 400,000 1,300,000 -  1,700,000 10.1    
Pesticide Regulation  630,000 1,200,000 4,805,000 2,632,000 b 9,267,000 56.4 
Plant Protection/Pest Program  3,165,500 2,777,000 877,000 1,948,000 a 8,767,500 52.9 
Planting Stock Certification  - - 716,000 -  716,000 4.3 
Rural Rehabilitation  - - 10,000 -  10,000 0.0 
Seed Inspection/Certification  - - 3,352,000 -  3,352,000 30.0 
Small Farm/Direct Marketing  75,000 111,000 - -  186,000 2.0 
Weights & Measures Inspection  352,000 - 1,041,000 287,000 d 1,680,000 12.4 

 Agency Totals  $18,700,000 $10,104,000 $56,021,000 $11,425,000  $ 96,450,000 661.1 

 
**Other Funds Accounts: 
 
a = Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account (ALEA) 
b = State Toxics Control Account 
c = Capital Budget 
d = Motor Fuel Quality Account 

f = Fair Fund 
g = Grants 
i = Water Quality Account 
j = Water Quality Permits Account 
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Major Issue – Livestock Nutrient Management  
 
The Issue 
• In February 2003, EPA published revised rules to control water pollution from the nation’s largest 

livestock operations.  The rules require all Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) to 
obtain pollutant discharge permits by December 2006.  EPA said it expected the number of permitted 
operations to triple under the revised rules.  

• The Department of Ecology has the delegated authority for carrying out the Clean Water Act, 
including the CAFO program, in Washington.  To implement the federal rules, Ecology is developing 
a new general National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit to cover the dairies 
and other CAFO facilities. 

• However, in 2003, the legislature passed a bill that transferred the CAFO program and the state’s 
Dairy Nutrient Management program from Ecology to WSDA, effective July 1, 2003.  This was at the 
request of the dairy and cattle industry. 

• When the program was transferred to WSDA from Ecology, funding to carry out required inspections 
and compliance activities for dairy farms was not fully provided. 

• Legislation is needed to authorize WSDA to administer and enforce a Livestock Nutrient 
Management program consistent with the revised federal rules for animal feeding operations (AFOs). 

 
The Significance/Controversy   
• Controversy surrounds several issues including: 

 Dealing with state water quality requirements that exceed federal minimums 
 Possible disclosure of producer nutrient management plans 
 Environmental monitoring and data reporting requirements  

• The federal CAFO rule brings in the poultry industry and a large number of livestock operations that 
have not previously been affected.  Some feel threatened and consider the new requirements 
government and public intrusion.   

  
Key Players/Stakeholders 
• Department of Ecology and the federal Environmental Protection Agency 
• The tribal community, including the Lummi and Nooksack tribes  
• Conservation Commission; Washington Association of Conservation Districts; WSU Extension  
• Washington State Dairy Federation; Washington Cattle Feeders Association; Washington Cattlemen’s 

Association; Fryer Commission; and Pacific Shellfish Growers Association  
• The environmental community, including People for Puget Sound 
All players are represented on the 16-member committee mandated by the legislature to advise WSDA in 
developing and implementing the AFO/CAFO program. 
 
Current Status/Timeline 
• WSDA has submitted a budget request to OFM for $135,000 annually to provide adequate funding 

for inspection and enforcement activities under the state’s dairy nutrient management law. 
• WSDA is developing agency-request legislation for the 2005 session to update the Dairy Nutrient 

Management program and to establish program elements and authority for the AFO/CAFO program. 
• Ecology will issue a draft permit this fall for public comment and EPA review.  Ecology plans to 

issue the final permit in January 2005, to be effective 30 days later in February 2005.   
• Producers must complete nutrient management plans by spring 2006 and fully implement plans by 

December 2006. 
 
Links to websites with additional background information 
• WSDA at http://agr.wa.gov/FoodAnimal/Livestock-Nutrient/ (links to relevant state and federal sites) 
 
Contact: Kathy Kravit-Smith, Assistant Director, 902-1888, mailto:kkravit-smith@agr.wa.gov  
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Major Issue -- Animal Disease Emergency Response  
 
The Issue  
• WSDA and the federal government have been working on animal disease emergency preparedness 

and response for several years, in the aftermath of major disease outbreaks and Sept. 11, 2001.   
• Two recent events have elevated the urgency and public interest in the issue:  the single case of 

Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE), also known as mad cow disease, found in a Washington  
dairy cow in December 2003 and the Avian Influenza outbreak just north of Whatcom County in 
British Columbia in spring 2004. 

• A federal initiative is underway to establish a national animal identification system to be able to 
identify all animals and premises that had direct contact with a foreign animal disease within 48 hours 
after discovery.  USDA is starting to provide an interim premises registration system to states. 
Individual animal identification may begin as early as July 2005, with reporting of interstate cattle 
movement recommended by industry to begin in July 2006. Other animals will be phased in. 

 
Urgency/Controversy 
• A national animal identification system is critical to enhancing disease response preparedness; 

reducing the financial and social impacts of animal health incidents; helping gain market access and 
increase consumer demand; and promoting continued confidence in animal products. 

• The value of Washington’s livestock and poultry production at the farm exceeds $1.7 billion.  More 
than 15,000 farms and businesses are engaged in the production, marketing, processing and shipping 
of Washington food animal products that are sold locally, throughout the U.S. and around the world. 

• There is significant risk if the state is not prepared to respond to an animal health incident. 
• Key implementation issues are cost and confidentiality of industry data, such as, animal locations and 

animal movement.  USDA is providing some funding to get the animal ID system started but says 
federal and state government as well as industry will need to share the cost of operating and 
maintaining the system.  Some producers may elect not to participate until the confidentiality issue is 
resolved at the federal, and perhaps the state, level.   

 
Key Players     
• United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), lead federal agency 
• Beef and Dairy producers, feedlots, sale yards and packing plants and their associations 
• Swine, Sheep, Poultry producers, markets and packing plants and their associations 
 
Current Status 
• WSDA continues with its emergency planning efforts and training exercises, including development 

of a reserve veterinary corps.  
• States are now registering premises where animals are raised or co-mingled.  WSDA is using $36,000 

in federal grant funds to implement the state’s initial effort to identify and register premises.   
• WSDA is working to develop a database application to support the agency’s ability to respond more 

effectively to a food safety or animal disease emergency and has submitted a budget request to OFM 
for one-time funding of $466,000.  

• Industry is heavily involved in solving implementation questions.  Washington producers are 
involved in a pilot project with producers in five other states to conduct field trials of cattle 
identification.  

• Currently, producer participation is voluntary, however, USDA says it will reassess the need for 
making some or all aspects of the program mandatory as the system develops and is tested.  

 
Links to websites with additional background information 
• U.S. Department of Agriculture at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/lpa/issues/nais/nais.html. 
 
Contact:  Kathy Kravit-Smith, Assistant Director, 902-1888, kkravit-smith@agr.wa.gov
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Major Issue -- Sudden Oak Death  
 

The Issue  
• Sudden Oak Death (SOD) is a recently introduced plant disease that threatens the state’s economy 

and environment. The disease attacks more than 60 plant species including camellia, Douglas-fir, 
evergreen huckleberry, madrone, rhododendron, and viburnum.   

• SOD has evolved from a plant health issue affecting oak trees in an isolated area of California to a 
nationwide concern after the pathogen moved into California’s commercial nursery industry and was 
unknowingly shipped to other states.  SOD was first confirmed in Washington in June 2003 on 
rhododendrons shipped to a Seattle-area nursery.   
 Since May 2003, WSDA has tested more than 100,000 plants from more than 375 Washington 

nurseries and Christmas tree plantations.  
 Through one of the most intensive state surveys in the nation, SOD has been detected in 26 

western Washington nurseries.  All infected plants are being destroyed under federal order. Most 
are camellias and rhododendrons shipped in from other states.   

 The disease has not been found in Washington outside of nurseries. WSDA, in partnership with 
the Dept. of Natural Resources, has surveyed nursery perimeters and some general forest sites. 

 
The Urgency/Significance 
• SOD may have negative effects on many sectors of the state economy.   The state’s $295 million 

wholesale nursery industry, a $60 million Christmas tree industry and a multi-million dollar forest 
products industry are export dependent. Detection of SOD, or even the perception of infestation with 
SOD, could affect the marketability of the state’s products.  

• SOD’s effect on our ecosystems is unknown.  We are concerned about its possible effects on native 
plant species (including the productivity of forests) and dependent wildlife and fish populations.    

• There is little certainty at this point.  Scientific knowledge of SOD is evolving, the extent of the 
infestation is still being determined and, as a result, regulatory actions are evolving. 

 
Key Players/Stakeholders 
• USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), lead federal agency; US Forest Service 
• Washington Department of Natural Resources 
• Washington State Nursery and Landscape Association; Pacific Northwest Christmas Tree 

Association; Washington Forest Protection Association; Washington State Farm Bureau 
• Washington State University: conducting needed research and serving as public information resource. 
 
Current Status 
• To prevent disease introduction, WSDA is requiring nurseries to temporarily hold and notify WSDA 

of shipments of certain plants from out of state for possible inspection. 
• WSDA has received $215,000 in federal emergency funds to continue surveying the state’s nurseries 

and to carry out additional survey work and plant destruction at nurseries with SOD.  USDA’s Forest 
Service recently awarded WSDA and DNR $137,000 to survey high-risk wildland sites for SOD.   

• WSDA is providing fee-for-service inspection and testing services to industry to allow nursery stock, 
Christmas trees and forest products to be declared SOD-free. 

• WSDA has submitted a budget request for $200,000 annually to provide critical laboratory and 
professional scientific resources to support the state’s response to SOD. 

 
Links to websites with additional background information 
• California Oak Mortality Task Force at http://www.cnr.berkeley.edu/comtf/ 
• U.S. Department of Agriculture at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppq/ispm/sod/  
• WSDA at http://agr.wa.gov/PlantsInsects/Diseases/SOD/default.htm  
 
Contact: Mary Toohey, Assistant Director, Plant Protection Division, 902-1907, mtoohey@agr.wa.gov
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Major Issue – Invasive Pest Species  
 

The Issue:  With increased movement of goods and people, invasive pest species – non-native insects, 
weeds, plant diseases and other harmful organisms – are entering the state at an increasingly alarming 
rate.  This trend harms our environmental quality, fish and wildlife habitat, native plant communities, 
agricultural and forestry production, and our ability to trade in international and domestic markets. 
 
The Urgency:  When an invasive pest species enters a new region, there is a brief window of opportunity 
to eliminate and exclude it before it can establish a stable, reproducing population.  This is the 
opportunity for a targeted, cost-effective response that may prevent later environmental damage and loss 
of production/revenue from direct effects of the pest and from efforts of trade partners to protect 
themselves from real or perceived risks.   Early detection through effective survey and prompt and 
decisive responses are crucial to this effort.    
 
The Significance/Controversy:  Eradication of a new entry of an invasive species may require methods 
that cause a limited amount of local damage or anxiety, in exchange for preventing much greater, longer 
term environmental and economic damage.  
 
Key Players/Stakeholders 
• USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), lead federal agency; US Forest Service 
• State and local agencies of the noxious weed control community 
• Environmental organizations such as the Nature Conservancy; Washington Toxics Coalition 
• Agricultural organizations such as the Washington State Horticultural Association 
• Industry organizations such as Washington State Nursery and Landscape Association; Washington 

Forest Protection Association; and Willapa Bay/Grays Harbor Oyster Growers Association 
 
Current Status 
• WSDA is the lead state agency for the eradicating Spartina, a highly aggressive weed that has 

invaded Puget Sound, Willapa Bay and Grays Harbor.  Thanks to an increase in state funding, new 
tools, and improved cooperation among those involved, an unprecedented amount of control work 
was carried out the past two years.  In 2004, approximately 80% of the infestation in Willapa Bay and 
95% of the infestation in Puget Sound was treated. 

• Gypsy moth, one of America's worst forest pest insects, is re-introduced to this state from infested 
areas of the eastern U.S. almost every year.  For 20+ years, WSDA has successfully prevented 
infestation with geographically limited spray projects.  As of September 8, 66 moths were trapped at 
22 sites.  Determinations of any proposed eradication projects will be made this fall, with possible 
pesticide applications next spring at sites in Kitsap, King and San Juan counties.   

• In 2001, a small population of citrus longhorned beetle, a killer of healthy hardwood trees, was 
inadvertently imported from Asia in nursery stock.  WSDA conducted an eradication and revegetation 
project in Tukwila in 2002 and continues to monitor to ensure no beetles have persisted. 

• Japanese knotweed is an extremely aggressive, difficult-to-control weed that takes over stream 
banks and vulnerable areas, eliminating habitat and crowding out any native vegetation.  In 2004, 
WSDA received a state appropriation of $500,000, and provided funding to county noxious weed 
boards and an environmental organization for knotweed control in southwest Washington. 

• WSDA has submitted a biennial budget request for $196,000 to increase awareness of the impacts of 
noxious weeds on the state’s resources and economy and enlist citizens in the fight against weeds.  

 
Links to websites with additional background information 
• WSDA at http://agr.wa.gov/PlantsInsects/default.htm 
• USDA at http://www.aphis.usda.gov/oa/invasive/invasive.html 
 
Contact: Mary Toohey, Assistant Director, Plant Protection Division, 902-1907, mtoohey@agr.wa.gov
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Major Issue – Commodity Commission Constitutionality 
 

The Issue  
• Washington’s 24 agricultural commodity commissions are established under state law and engage 

primarily in promotion and/or research related to a specific agricultural commodity. They are funded 
almost exclusively by producer assessments with annual budgets that range from less than $50,000 to 
several million dollars.   

• The long-term status of the state’s commodity commissions is of serious concern due to continuing 
legal challenges over the issue of “speech.” The question is whether these programs violate the First 
Amendment by requiring producers to pay assessments to fund generic advertising with which they 
disagree.   
 In 2001, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the federal Mushroom Promotion program violated 

the First Amendment (United States v. United Foods, Inc.).  The decision was a shock to many as 
the Court, in 1997, had rejected a First Amendment contest to a similar program (Glickman vs. 
Wileman Bros. & Elliott, Inc.).  Since the United Foods decision, lower courts have struggled to 
assess challenges to various commodity marketing programs. 

 The issue came home to Washington with a U.S District Court ruling on March 31, 2003 that the 
state Apple Commission's mandatory assessments were unconstitutional.  The Commission 
settled the suit and, as part of the settlement agreement, legislation was proposed and enacted in 
2004 that restructured the Commission.  The changes to the Apple Commission statute were 
similar to changes made in 2003 to other commission statutes, strengthening the position that 
commodity commissions are entitled to government speech protection. 

• The “speech” issue will hopefully be clarified in next year as the U.S. Supreme Court has agreed to 
hear consolidated cases challenging the federal Beef Promotion program (the Beef Check-off).   

 
The Urgency/Significance 
• The upcoming Supreme Court decision will have ramifications on other federal “check-off” programs 

and Washington’s commodity commissions.   
• It could profoundly impact marketing of Washington’s agricultural commodities.  
 
Key Players/Stakeholders 
• U.S. Department of Agriculture and other state departments of agriculture. 
• The state’s 24 agricultural commodity commissions.  Most immediately impacted those primarily 

involved in promotion – Beef, Apple, Dairy Products, Wine, Dry Pea and Lentil, Fruit, Fryer, and 
Puget Sound Salmon.   

• The producers and processors represented by these commissions. 
 
Current Status/Timeline 
• Washington has signed onto an amicus brief with 32 other states in support of the Beef Check-off. 
• We anticipate oral argument of the Beef Check-off before the Supreme Court in early December with 

a decision announced in Spring 2005.  The nature of that decision may require very quick response to 
protect our state commodity commissions and deal with potential litigation.  If the Legislature is still 
in session, quick legislative action may be required.  

• There are new challenges to the Apple Commission, although no new litigation at this point.    
 
Links to websites with additional background information 
• U.S. Supreme Court (search under docket # 03-1164) at http://www.supremecourtus.gov/index.html 
• WSDA at http://agr.wa.gov/Marketing/CommodityCommissions/default.htm 
 
Contact:  Bill Brookreson, Deputy Director, 902-1810, bbrookreson@agr.wa.gov
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