
An independent spirit, a spectacular natural world and a thriving, livable city make up Spokane and the Inland Empire. The 
area boasts magnificent natural beauty such as the Palouse, the rushing Spokane River, and Mount Spokane. The vibrant 
city of Spokane features the Davenport Hotel, the Looff Carousel, the Bloomsday Race and the ultimate red wagon in the 
park, the Childhood Express. 

In addition, the eastern region of the state is distinctive in the number of extraordinary and award-winning authors it has 
nurtured, enabling a Washington Reads mix of three superb young adult books (which adults will enjoy too), and adult 
nonfiction and fiction works set in Spokane and the Inland Empire.  Enjoy reading excellent books that convey the spirit of 
this unique area of our state. 

Jan’s comments about each book can be found on the State Library’s web page at: 
 http://www.secstate.wa.gov/library/wa_reads.aspx

Selections from the State Librarian
       Summer 2007

Alexie, Sherman.  Reservation Blues.  Grove Press, 1995.  306 p.  (Adult)
 NW 813.54 ALEXIE 1995; R 813.54 ALEXIE 1995

Crutcher, Chris.  Whale Talk.  Greenwillow Books, 2001.  220 p.  (Young Adult)
 NW 813.6 CRUTCHE 2001; R 813.6 CRUTCHE 2001
Also published in 2002 by Dell Laurel-Leaf.
 NW 813.6 CRUTCHE 2002

Egan, Timothy.  Breaking Blue.  Knopf, 1992.  267 p.  (Adult)
 NW 364.1523 EGAN 1992; R 364.1523 EGAN 1992
Also published in 2004 by Sasquatch Books.
 NW 364.1523 EGAN 2004; R 364.1523 EGAN 2004

Gurche, Charles.  Spokane Impressions. Farcountry Press, 2004.  80 p.  (Adult)
 NW 917.9737 GURCHE 2004; R 917.9737 GURCHE 2004

Harmon, Michael B.  Skate.  A.A. Knopf, 2006.  242 p.  (Young Adult)
 NW 813.6 HARMON 2006; R 813.6 HARMON 2006

Olsen, Jack.  “Son”:  A Psychopath and His Victims.  Dell, 1985, c1983.  538 p.  (Adult)
 NW 364.1532 OLSEN 1985; R 364.1532 OLSEN 1985

Stratton, David H., editor.  Spokane & the Inland Empire:  An Interior Pacific Northwest 
Anthology.  Revised edition.  Washington State University Press, 2005.  225 p.  (Adult)
 NW 979.737 SPOKANE 2005; R 979.737 SPOKANE 2005

Trueman, Terry.  Inside Out.  HarperTempest, 2003.  117 p.  (Young Adult)
 NW 813.6 TRUEMAN 2003; R 813.6 TRUEMAN 2003

Walter, Jess.  Citizen Vince:  A Novel.  ReganBooks, 2005.  293 p.  (Adult)
 NW 813.6 WALTER 2005; R 813.6 WALTER 2005
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All books are available for check out from the Washington State Library and other libraries in Washington.  If your local library doesn’t own a book, they 
can request an interlibrary loan for you.  Each of the above titles is also in print, available through your favorite book store.

Jan Walsh, Washington State Librarian, announces her 
summer 2007 book selections.  Her theme this season 
is “Spokane and the Inland Empire.”  


